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Dr. E. Stanley Jones Coming to China 


On January 25, a group of Christian workers com- 
ing from different parts of the country met with Dr. 
Sherwood Eddy in a whole-day conference to discuss 
possible future efforts along the line of evangelism, in 
addition to evaluating the campaign he just finished. It 
was agreed that we should look forward to a three- 
r for which in the year of 1932, we ask D. 
E. Stanley Jones of India to come to China to hold 
special conferences with the purpose of deepening the 
spiritual life of Christian leaders, of instructing Chris- 
tian workers as to the technique of evangelism and also 
of introducing Christ to non-Christians, especially stu- 
dents. By a unanimous vote of the conference, the 
National Christian Council was asked to extend this in- 
vitation to Dr. Jones and to assume the chief respon- 
sibility for arranging his conferences. Now we have 
definite word from Dr. Jones saying that he will come 
to China to serve from August 23 to December 15 and 
that in order to accept our invitation he has even can- 
celled his tentative engagement in South Africa. Five 
interdenominational and regional conferences are planned 
for in some important centers. The location of these 
conferences has not yet been finally determined. Cor- 

regarding Dr. Jones’ program should be 
addressed to Dr. H. H. Tsui of the National Christian 
Council. 
Address by Dr. William P. Merrill 
(At the Dinner held at the American Club Wednesday 
Evening, March 16, 1932, on the occasion of the 
visit of Japanese Christians and Missionaries) 


It is very gracious of those responsibie for this 
gathering to ask a representative of an American Com- 
mission to take part in it. We appreciate the privilege 
and honor, and I assure you with all my heart that this 
is one of the occasions that I shall never forget. Small 
and quiet as it is, it is a most significant occasion. These 
speakers have represented more than their own coun- 
tries, although each of them has represented his own 
country most adequately; but each of them has risen 
above mere nationalism and has truly represented Christ 
and the Christian Church. 

I feel that the visit of this Commissian is not less 
significant than the visit of the Commission of the 
League of Nations which is having so much recommen- 
dation in the press. The League of Nations is, in my 
judgment, one of the most notable and splendid achieve- 
ments of human intelligence and foresight. If it were 
to disappear we should immediately have to provide 


something in its place, for it has become indispensable 
in the life of the world. 


But you and I represent an institution older and 
more significant than even the League of Nations. There 
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is nothing on earth to be compared with the Church of 
Christ which, though a purely voluntary association and 
in spite of all its mistakes, has lasted these nineteen hun- 
dred years and is still living and strong. 


„O where are kings and empires now 
Of old that went and came, 


But Lord, thy Church is praying yet, 
A thousand years the same.” 


It may seem that I am calling your thoughts away 
trom the harsh and insistent realities of the present sit- 
uation to general principles and ideas. But we must 
never forget these general principles and ideas. One 
value of good habits and good principles is to 
hold us steady in times of crisis, excitement, and 


strain. This is especially true of Chritian habits and 
principles, and I venture to urge you not to forget, even 
in the excitement of the present crisis, the long, patient 
processes that must lead to established peace. We cannot 
stop war when war comes. A homely illustration comes 
to my mind: Some years ago I was in the mountains 
in New York State in early summer. A young boy ap- 
peared waving a smudge about, which sent out a very 
dense smoke although no mosquitoes were in evidence. 
Someone asked Jimmy, “What are you doing with that 
smudge? There are no mosquitoes around.” Jimmy 
answered, “No, but I am smoking the mosquitoes out 
before they come so they will stay away when they get 
here.” That is exactly what we have to do with war: 
we must smoke it out before it comes so that it will stay 
away when it gets here. 


Of one fact I am very certain. It is always good 
for good men to get together whether they say anything 
of value or not, whether they do anything or not, it is 
good for good men to get together. That is the entire 
object and program of the World Alliance for Inter- 
national Friendship, which in a sense | represent here 


tonight. 


Way back in 1795, the greatest man of that time, 
the German philosopher Immanuel Kant, published a 
little book entitled “Zum Ewigen Frieden”, which is 
general rendered in English “Towards Enduring 

ce.“ In that little pamphlet he laid down three condi- 
tions of lasting peace: The first was the substitution of 
democratic for autocratic processes in the government 
of the nations, including the subordination of military 
and diplomatic matters to the will of the people. Think 
of that in 1795! The second condition was the providing 
of satisfactory instruments for the pacific adjustment_of 
international disputes. We have just begun to create such 
instruments in the League of Nations and the World 
Court.. As a citizen of a nation which, to my deep regret, 
has not yet found its way to membership in the League, 
I am glad to express the conviction that the League and 
the World Court provide means amply adequate for the 
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settlement of all international disputes. It is a wonderful 
experience to go to the Secretariat in Geneva and see the 
room wherein has been deposited a photographic copy of 
every treaty made since the close of the Great War. 
When I was there in 1924 there were already 1,500 such 
treaties registered. I do not know how many there are 
now. But any responsible person from any nation can 
go there at any time and see any treaty he wishes to 
study. That one service alone indicates the immense 
value of the League. But Kant’s third condition of eter- 
nal peace is the most important of all, and that is a great 
growth of good will between nations, races and peoples. 
Here comes in the peculiar function of Christians and 
of the Christian Church. It is our business to foster good 
will. We are followers of One of Whom it was said 
long ago, “He is our peace who hath made the two one 
ana hath broken down the middle wall of partition of the 
two, making one new man, so making peace.” 


One does not often go to the dictionary for inspira- 
tion, but occasionally one finds something there that gives 
him a thrill. A friend with whom I was walking once in 
Paris remarked on the fact that the boulevards run 
where the old city walls used to be. This led me to look 
up the word “boulevard” in the dictionary, and I came 
upon this interesting definition: “A broad highway oc- 
cupying the site of demolished fortifications.” The root 
of the word is the same as that of the word “bulwark”. 
Where once there was a big high wall there is now a 
broad highway. It is the business of the Christians and 
of the Christian Church to substitute roads where walls 
have been; by friendly and generous intercourse to bring 
about a security which walls could never give. 


Bishop O Connell once used this striking illustra- 
tion: “When I was a boy I used to wonder at the 
pictures of the pre-historic monsters, the ichthyosaurus, 
the plesiosaurus, the pterodactyl and the rest. I wonder- 
ed how in the world they ever got rid of such immense 
and powerful creatures. When I grew older and read 
more I learned that they never got rid of these monsters 
by any frontal attack. The climate changed and they 
died. It is the business of Christianity to change the 
climate so that some things will die.” 


Christianity began as an international movement, 
transcending national and racial distinctions. That was 
one of the main factors in its strong appeal to the men 
of the early centuries. One of the tragic results of the 
Protestant Reformation, great and good though most of 
its results have been, was the tendency of churches every- 
where to become purely national institutions, and to 
forget that they were parts of a great international fel- 
lowship. We must recover that obscured sense of the 
world character of our religion. Way back in the middle 
ot the second century of our era a man unknown to us 
even by name wrote a letter to another man of whom we 
know only that his name was Diognetus. It is just a 
fragment of a personal letter, but in it the writer says, 
“What the soul is in the body, Christians are in the 
world; for the soul holds the body together and Chris- 
tians hold the world together. This illustrious function 
was assigned them of Almighty God, which it were 
not lawful for them ever to forsake.” May God help us 
ever to remember that this is our function as Christians 
and never to forsake it. 
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Delegation from Japan 
Rev. Akira Ebisawa 


(Note:—The rr extracts from a report by the 
General Secretary of the N.C.C. of Japan will be of great 
interest to friends in China. The — mentioned gave itself 
whole-heartedly to the task of learning the Chinese point 
of view during the limited time at its disposal, and of streng- 


thening the ties of Christian fellowship among the of 
the two countries.—Ed.) * 


The Personnel of the Party 


The party consisted of five missionaries and four 
Japanese: Hon. H. Nagao, former M. P., chairman of 
the Directors of Tokyo V. M. C. A.; K. Kakehi, General 
Secretary National V. M. C. A.; M. Matsuzawa, Asso- 
ciate General Secretary National V. M. C. A.; Rev. Akira 
Ebisawa, General Secretary of the N. C. C. of Japan; 
Arthur Jorgensen, Foreign Secretary V. M. C. A.; Gilbert 
Bowles, Friends Mission; J. C. Mann, C. M. S.; H. H. 
Guy, Laymen's Inquiry; H. B. Benninghoff, Baptist 
Mission. Our party left Kobe on March 10th and arriv- 
ed at Shanghai on the 12th and until we departed from 
there on the 20th we kept very busy. 

We went to Shanghai without any definite 
gram, in the belief that we would be led by the Chris- 
tian spirit to find a way to be of service in promoting 
friendship between the peoples of Japan and China. 
For this purpose, we sought an opportuntiy to get in 
touch with Chinese Christian leaders and to express to 
them our deepest sympathy and to try to remove any 
misunderstanding in our common fellowship in Christ. 
We also wanted to meet resident missionaries with whom 
to cooperate in the work of reconciliation. In these 
efforts, we were more successful than we had anticipated. 


By listening to the different classes of people and 
gathering information, we could form a fairly good 
idea of the incident. We did not intend to make any 
judgment as to whether it was right or wrong. There 
was little difference in the facts, but the interpretations 
of them were not always the same. No one will deny, 
nevertheless, the tragedy of modern war in looking over 
the devastation in the Chapei district and in coming 
face to face with the thousands of victims of both 
nations. 

Christian Fellowship 

We were not at all sure how we should be received 
by the Chinese Christian leaders at such a time but things 
turned out better than we expected. We were asked 
to stay in the Palace Hotel as their guests during our 
stay and we also put ourselves unreservedly at their 
disposal. 

It was really uplifting that there was shown on all 
occasions the desire on both sides by all means to restore 
and re-establish the fellowship between the two nations. 


On the occasion of the dinner given the National 
Christian Council, I had to respond to Dr. R. Y. Le, 
Editor China Christian Advocate, who gave us a warm 
welcome. I tried to express our deepest sympathy for 
the tragedy and that we feel the responsibility before 
God and that we were convinced that until the Prince 
of Peace stands between the two countries there will 
not come the Kingdom of God in the Orient, that as 
the Monument of Christ was erected on the border line 
of Chile and Argentine to commemorate the peace es- 
tablished between those two countries, we should strive 
to join hands in fellowship centering in Christ, for we 
are bound together by ties that nothing can break. 
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Dr. William P. Merrill and Dr. Hocking who were 
present expressed their joy and said that it was a gather- 
ing never to be forgotten in their lives. 


At the farewell dinner Hon. H. Nagao said that the 
sea separating the two countries is wide and rough, but 
we must endeavor to span the sea with the cantilever 
“Bridge of Peace” stretching out our right hands of 
fellowship from both sides. 15 which Mr. S. C. Leung 
responded stating that at the present time when any 
contact between the two countries is cut off, our coming 
together around the table was perhaps the first experience 
for both nations and that only our fellowship in Christ 
made it possible. 

I can not help but admire the Christian attitude of 
our Chinese brethren and rejoice in the thought that 
Christ is really living in the hearts of those Chinese 
leaders. We are convinced anew that the Christians, 
and perhaps only the Christians, can well serve as the 
medium in such a delicate situation to bring about mutual 
understanding between different nationalities. 


Real Issues of the Incident 


There are several ways of interpreting the facts 
and one may differ in details as to what was the actual 
case, but after all, the fundamental reason that led to 
this tragedy, quite contrary to the expectation of both 
nations, is obvious. That is because neiwhboring brother 
nations which should have been friendly with cach other 
have been, on the contrary, fostering hatred and hostility 
in mutual distrust and lack of respect anu understanding, 
and the actual results we have reaped together are none 
other than the consequences of the destructive power of 
the modern war system. There are two ways of remedy. 
I am convinced that our primary duty as Christians is 
to push forward to Christianize the two countries that 
the principles of love and good-will may govern the 
whole of each nation; secondly, to work for the disarma- 
ment of all the nations in united efforts with the Chris- 
tians in other lands. 


Personal Desire for New Facilities 

Great as are the economic losses of both nations— 
they might be recovered in the course of some years, but 
the loss of human lives can not be evaluated in 7 
while the spiritual loss in the deeply scarred hearts of 
those concerned is so enormous that it will require years 
to restore it. Here hes the great opportunity for us 
Christians in both countries. 

In order to prevent such an occurrence in the future, 
I would like to suggest that the following facilities be 
set up in Shanghai as the center to deal with Oriental 
International Affairs. 


(1) A branch office or permanent commission of the 
League of Nations should be established there 
that it might deal with matters more appropriate- 
ly and promote a clear understanding of the 
situation in the Orient. 

(2) An international agency of Christianity should be 
established there that it might attend to surveys 
and give proper spiritual and religious guidance. 

(3) A Japanese Christian commission with inter- 

, national reputation should be appointed to stay 
there to influence the Japanese residents in 
Shanghai as well as to get into close touch with 
the leaders of the different nationalities. 
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(4) A special effort should be made to improve and 
reform the educational policy of both nations to 
foster friendship. 


(5) In order to promote mutual understanding 
various activities should be carried on; such as 
exchange of fraternal delegations or lecturers, 
and repeated conferences of different classes of 
both nations. 


A Message to Younger Churches 


The Conference of Missionary Societies in Great Britain and 
reland has addressed the following statement to the Young 
Churches in non-Christian Lands.) 


The year that has gone has marked a grave crisis 
in economic and political affairs. All life in every land 
is acutely affected and not least the life and work of 
the Church. At such a time we feel impelled, and 
count it a great privilege, to send you a special greeting. 
As we face the anxieties and burdens the present crisis 
brings, we would remember that you too are faced with 
severer strain and heavier tasks. We believe that we 
and you are being driven by the events of the times 
to realise together our resources in God, and our fellow- 
ship in His Gospel. 

We and you are alike conscious of dark clouds on 
the horizon; but we know that the Light hath shined 
im our own hearts. We would carnestly seck a deeper 
sense of fcllowship with you in this experience of God 
im Christ, and a richer understanding of our unity in 
the work of His Kingdom. Our prayer is that the pre- 
sent crisis in world affairs may greatly enlarge the real 
fellowship in Christ of East and West. 


We are conscious that to you the situation will 
bring fresh burdens and greater opportunity and that 
these will call for special sacrifice and for more devoted 
oo service from each member of your Churches. 

e rejoice in your ability and readiness to shoulder 
larger responsibilities and we thank God always in your 
behalf for His Grace which is given you by Jesus Chris“. 


We are greatly cheered by the knowledge that you 
are praying for the Churches and Mission Boards here 
as they have to make difficult decisions concerning their 
work at home and abroad. May we not be confident 
that the very poverty of our worldly treasures will lead 
—under God's blessing—to spiritual gain and not to loss, 
to a new release from the things material by which we 
can all so casily be bound?” 


The new situation has come when the world wide 
work of the Church is being attended with the most 
inspiring success. We and you believe that in Jesus 
Christ hes the hope of the world and that these things 
have fallen out to the furtherance of His Gospel. The 
crisis is a trumpet call to turn all eyes to God. The end 
of every human situation is that there might be known 
by the Church the manifold wisdom of God: to make all 
men see what is the fellowship of the mystery which 
from the beginning of the world hath been hid in Him. 

This is the day which the Lord hath made. 

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

For the Standing Committee of the 
Conference of British Missionary 
Societies 
W. Casu, Chairman. 

KENNETH MAcLENNAxN, Secretary. 


I 


Saturday, April 23, 1932 


Agricultural Mis sions Foundation 


The Agricultural Missions Foundation has recently 
been organized after several years of planning by a 
group of leaders in foreign missions, agricultural col- 
leges, and philanthropic agencies interested in the 
world’s rural problems and needs and the relation of 
Christian enterprises to them. The organization does not 
propose to carry on independent work in the field of 
agricultural or rural missions, but to cooperate fully 
with existing, and especially foreign missionary, organi- 
zations. Its plans also contemplate tlie possibility of 
cooperation with governmental or private national under- 
takings. 


The purpose of the Foundation is stated to be: “To 
aid selected persons, institutions and agencies in any part 
of the world which are in any way related to the 
missionary enterprise and in position effectively to 
improve agriculture and country life; to facilitate the 
interchange of agricultural knowledge and experience 
among the nations; to foster coordination of thought and 
action among the agencies engaged in the rural mission- 
ary enterprise; on request to afford counsel and 
other cooperation to the missionary societies and their 
councils in the development of their services to the rural 
populations.” 


The officers of the Foundation are as follows: Dr. 
John R. Mott, chairman; Dr. A. R. Mann, provost of 
Cornell University, vice-chairman ; 1 M. Speers, 
treasurer ; John H. Reisner, formerly of the College 
of Agriculture and Forestry of the University of 
Nanking, executive secretary. The members of the 
Board of Directors, which is not yet completed, in addi- 
tion to these officers, are: Dean Ralph L. Watts, 
Pennsylvania State College; President Raymond A. 
Pearson, University of Maryland; President R. W. 
Thatcher, Massachusetts State College; Dr. Robert R. 
Moton, President, Tuskegee Institute; Dr. Alfred F. 
Woods, Director of Research of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture; Dr. Thomas S. Donohugh, Associate 
Secretary, Board of Foreign Missions, Methodist Episco- 
pal Church; Dr. Thomas Jesse Jones, Educational Direc- 
tor, Phelps-Stokes Fund; Dr. George T. Scott, Secretary, 
Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A.; Dr. J. C. Robbins, Foreign Secretary, 
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society; Mr. Samuel 
Thorne, of Delafield, Thorne, Burleigh and Marsh; Mr. 
Ralph W. Gwinn, of J. C. Penney-Gwinn Corporation; 
and Mr. Wilfred W. Fry of N. W. Ayer and Company, 
Philadelphia. The offices of the Foundation are at 419 
Fourth Ave., New York City. 


N. C. C. R. E. Executive 


The second meeting of the Executive Board of the 
N. C. C. R. E. was held in Nanking on March 16th to 18th. 
Reports were received from members of the Committee 
regarding projects in hand. 


It was announced that a provincial committee had 
been appointed in Chengtu to deal with religious educa- 
_tion with representatives from five church denomina- 
tions. Mr. L. E. Willmott is correspondent. 


Plans were discussed for financing the sending of 
the delegate from China to the meeting of the World 
Sunday School Association at Rio de Janeiro in July. 
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In view of the taking over of the work of the China 
Committee of the D.V.B.S., it was decided to secure 
the services of the late secretary of that committee, Mr. 
T. T. Chiu, for such time as he might be available during 
the spring. Mr. Chiu has since undertaken his duties 
in connection with this work. It was proposed to use 
the name Vacation Church School instead of D.V.B.S. 


The Council on Higher Education of the C.C.E.A. 
was invited to appoint one representative to the N.C.C. 
R.E. 


The date of the next full meeting was fixed for 
May 10th to 12th at Shanghai or Nanking. 


The membership of the Religious Education fellow- 
ship has increased to 181. 


It was decided to recommend that Dr. Miao be 
granted an additional leave of absence from China fol- 
lowing the Rio Convention this summer in order to 
make the fullest use of his visit to America for cultiva- 
ting personal contacts and making a study of religious 
education organization and leadership training methods, 
returning at the beginning of November. 


Committee on Health Promotion 


Mr. Lincoln N. Zee, for some years connected with 
the offices of the C.C.E.A. and the N.C.C., has been 
appointed secretary of the new committee on Health 
Promotion which is carrying on some of the work of 
the Council on Health Education. 


Mr. Zee entered upon his new duties for half time 
in December. He Has revised the catalog of publication 
of the C.H.E. which is sold through the Kwang Hsuch 
Publishing House, 44 Peking Road. He attended a 
medical conference at Hangchow in November, and has 
been putting the affairs of the Council on Health Educa- 
tion in shape for more effective service. 

An Editorial Committee, with Dr. S. M. Woo as 
Chairman, has accepted appointment, and a study is 
being made of the publications of the C.H.E. with a 
view to revising those which require it, and the issuing 
of new editions. 


It is interesting to note that the Health Department 
of the Shanghai Municipal Council has been the largest 
purchaser of the health posters published by the C. H. E., 
and that the Ministry of Health has reprinted for its 
own use certain of the publications of the Council, and 
has granted permission for the use of its approval on 
the title page of a large number of pamphlets issued 
by the C.H.E. 


We look for the development of a program of the 
promotion of health through the churches, colleges, and 
schools. 


Executive Committee Meeting 

The semi-annual meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the N.C.C. will be held in Shanghai May 4th 
to 6th inclusive. Subjects noted for discussion in addi- 
tion to the routine business include problems in connec- 
tion with evangelistic work, especially preparations for 
the expected visit of Dr. Stanley Jones of India in the 
fall, the Christian Church and the present political situa- 
tion, and the perennial subject of opium suppression. 

Meetings will be preceded and followed by other 
meetings of the C.C.E.A., the Standing Committee of 
the Sheng Kung Hwei and the Executive Board of the 
N.C.C.R.E. 


* 


